
 
 

Order of Worship 

Independence Day Observance 

250th Anniversary 
July 5, 2026 

 
 
Prelude ​  
​ ​ Justin Elliott Lowe 
 
Call to Worship/Welcome ​ ​ Rev. Dr. Susan Patterson-Sumwalt 
 
Scripture and Hymn                                ​ ​ Rev. Joyce Rinehart (8)  Dennis West (10:30)                       
​  
​ ​ Galatians 5.12-14 
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become enslaved to one another. For the whole 
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
​ ​ “America”  ​ UMH 697 
 

1 My country, 'tis of thee,​
sweet land of liberty,​
of thee I sing:​
land where my fathers died,​
land of the pilgrims' pride,​
from every mountainside​
let freedom ring! 
 
2 My native country, thee,​
land of the noble free,​
thy name I love;​
I love thy rocks and rills,​
thy woods and templed hills;​
my heart with rapture thrills​
like that above. 
 
​
3 Let music swell the breeze,​
and ring from all the trees​

 



 

sweet freedom's song:​
let mortal tongues awake,​
let all that breathe partake;​
let rocks their silence break, 
the sound prolong. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism (10:30)      ​ ​ Callum Alexander Spradlin 
                                                              ​ ​ Son of Trisha Sjolander and Kyle Spradlin 

 
Children’s Moment (10:30) 
 
 
Scripture and Hymn ​  
 
​ ​ Isaiah 11.6-9 
The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
​ ​ “Let There Be Peace on Earth”  ​ UMH 431 
​​ Let there be peace on earth​

And let it begin with me.​
Let there be peace on earth​
The peace that was meant to be.​
With God as our father​
Brothers all are we.​
Let me walk with my brother​
In perfect harmony.​
​
Let peace begin with me​
Let this be the moment now.​
With every step I take​
Let this be my solemn vow.​
To take each moment​



 

And live each moment​
With peace eternally.​
​
Let there be peace on earth,​
And let it begin with me.​
Let there be peace on earth A​
nd let it begin with me.​
Let there be peace on earth​
The peace that was meant to be.​
With god as our father​
Brothers all are we.​
Let me walk with my brother​
In perfect harmony. 

​​ ​
Let peace begin with me​
Let this be the moment now.​
With every step I take​
Let this be my solemn vow.​
To take each moment​
And live each moment​
In peace eternally.​
Let there be peace on earth​
And let it begin with me. 

 
Lighting of the Candle of Peace, Hope and Justice 
 
Prayers 
 
Offering 
 
 
Scripture and Hymn    ​ Exodus 3.7-10 
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down 
to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious 
land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come 
to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh 
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
 
​ ​ “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  ​ UMH 519 
 

1 Lift ev’ry voice and sing,​
till earth and heaven ring,​



 

ring with the harmonies of liberty.​
Let our rejoicing rise​
high as the list’ning skies,​
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.​
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us.​
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.​
Facing the rising sun​
of our new day begun,​
let us march on till victory is won. 
 
2 Stony the road we trod,​
bitter the chast’ning rod,​
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;​
yet with a steady beat,​
have not our weary feet​
come to the place for which our people sighed?​
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.​
We have come, treading our path thro’ the blood of the slaughtered,​
out from the gloomy past,​
till now we stand at last​
where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
​
3 God of our weary years,​
God of our silent tears,​
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way,​
thou who hast by thy might​
led us into the light,​
keep us forever in the path, we pray.​
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;​
lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee;​
shadowed beneath thy hand,​
may we forever stand,​
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 
 
Scripture and Hymn​ Matthew 6.7-10 
“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the gentiles do, for they think that 
they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. 
“Pray, then, in this way: 
Our Father in heaven,​
    may your name be revered as holy.​
    May your kingdom come.​



 

    May your will be done​
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
​ ​ “This is My Song”  ​ UMH 437 
 

1. This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
A song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my sacred shrine. 
But other hearts in other lands are beating, 
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 
2. My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 
But other lands have sunlight too and clover, 
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 
O hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
A song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 
3. This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth's kingdoms: 
Thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. 
Let Christ be lifted up till all shall serve him, 
And hearts united learn to live as one. 
O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 
Myself I give thee, let thy will be done. 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion   
 
 
Scripture and Hymn  ​                  Revelation 21.1-5 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals.​
He will dwell with them;​
they will be his peoples,​
and God himself will be with them and be their God;​
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.​
Death will be no more;​
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,​
for the first things have passed away.” 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 



 

 
​ ​ “For the Healing of the Nations”  ​  UMH 428 
 

1 For the healing of the nations,​
Lord, we pray with one accord;​
for a just and equal sharing​
of the things that earth affords;​
To a life of love in action​
help us rise and pledge our word,​
help us rise and pledge our word. 
 
2 Lead us forward into freedom;​
from despair your world release,​
that, redeemed from war and hatred,​
all may come and go in peace.​
Show us how through care and goodness​
fear will die and hope increase,​
fear will die and hope increase. 
 
3 All that kills abundant living,​
let it from the earth be banned;​
pride of status, race, or schooling,​
dogmas that obscure your plan.​
In our common quest for justice​
may we hallow life's brief span,​
may we hallow life's brief span. 
 
4 You, Creator God, have written​
your great name on humankind;​
for our growing in your likeness​
bring the life of Christ to mind,​
that by our response and service​
earth its destiny may find,​
earth its destiny may find. 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 


